BLAIR-TAYLOR SCHOOL DISTRICT

REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, MAY 19, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

President D. Smikrud called the regular Board of Education meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Board members present: F. Aleckson, R. Arneson, B. Koxlien, P. Kujak, K. Lien, D. Smikrud, and T. Tenneson.  Also present: 
D. Dervetski, J. Eide, D. Eide, M. Thomley, Kari Lejcher, Lisa Nestingen, Lee Henschel, Fred Nehring, Ben Johnson, and Brian Simmons.
Motion by T. Tenneson, seconded by R. Arneson to amend agenda by adding approval of open enrollment applications under action items.  Motion passed. 
Mission statement was read aloud.
No public comments.
Motion by F. Aleckson, seconded by T. Tenneson to approve April regular/closed and special meeting minutes and April bills.  Bills for April include payroll checks #57789-57795, payroll advice of deposits #19649-19869, money wires #80, #216, #416-417, #3266-3267, expense checks #15094-15102, computer expense checks #53871-53976, and computer expense checks #500057-500065.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.
Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by P. Kujak to approve the April Financial Statement.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.
No Student Council Report.
Technology Report by Jeff Eide: Met with each elementary grade level to create grade level settings and restrictions for elementary student iPads, which Scott Pooler and Ryan Hanson will use for setting up iPads for next school year.  Per Mr. Thomley’s request students will not be able to download applications from home.  Most of our iPads and laptops are securely locked for the summer.  Elementary students will be using iPads for summer school.  Some high school students were allowed to keep their laptops to complete courses, but they signed a contract stating the family is completely responsible for the device including web content supervision and tech support.

Construction Report by Ben Johnson: Progress on the exterior shell has been good the past three weeks working on windows and brick.  High school rooms are being painted.  Demo work has started in the existing building, but will be a few weeks before anything is put back together.  K-1 addition on the south side is being worked on.  Hard hat tours were given on May 6th to Grade 7-12 students, staff and community members.  It’s difficult to quantify how many of the 42 lost days have been made up.

No Legislative Report.
D. Dervetski’s Report: Huge thanks to building principals, staff, and students for their excellent effort in packing and moving during the last week of school.  Seeking bids for 4,000 sq. ft. storage building and maintenance garage.  All middle/high school offices and summer school activities have moved to the elementary building during summer construction.  WASB Legal Seminar at CESA #4 on June 17th – please let me know if interested.  New Board policy #765 Post-Issuance Tax Obligation, as recommended by Quarles & Brady for audit purposes concerning referendum monies, can be reviewed by committee or placed on the June agenda for the first reading.
Still waiting for the abatement testing results from NorthStar Environment on K-6 building.  Special Board meeting on May 22nd at 5:30 p.m. and committee meeting with B-T Cleaning Service on May 28th at 6:00 p.m. – both meetings in K-6 Board room.  June Board meeting in K-6 LMC.  
J. Eide’s Report: Pretty incredible how everything was moved in a total of two days – huge thanks to everyone who made this happen!  TCI promptly moved into areas as they were cleared out.  End of year was a whirlwind of activities.  May 22 = first regional softball game.  May 27 = first regional baseball game.  June 3 = track regionals.  Graduation for Class of 2015 will be May 23, 2015.
M. Thomley’s Report: Big move went very well, as nearly all the elementary is packed on pallets in the back of the school ready to be moved to the United Campus.  113 students have signed up for summer school with 101 students present today.  End-of-year celebrations were successful.
Board members expressed their thanks to everyone for helping pack and move, as this is a very important part of the United Campus project.

D. Eide’s Report: Student survey results about recognition event for high school students were positive.  Next year this might be held twice per school year and parents would be invited.  Student survey results about their classes, extra-curricular activities, school safety, bullying, etc. were shared.  K. Lien asked if there were bullying issues at the elementary.  M. Thomley responded that bullying is a popular term used by everyone, but it’s really teasing.  Someone being made to feel uncomfortable is not the same as bullying. 
Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by F. Aleckson to approve 14 new open enrollment in applications for 2014-15 school year.  Motion passed.
Motion by D. Smikrud, seconded by P. Kujak to approve 2014-15 WIAA membership for boys and girls high school sports at total cost of $600.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by P. Kujak to approve contract for Colin Stiemke, vocal music teacher.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

M.S. football coaches' contracts will be discussed in closed session then approved in open session. 
D. Dervetski recommended that 70% student attendance be the reasonable threshold guideline for membership days to be claimed for full summer school state aids.  Motion by F. Aleckson, seconded by R. Arneson that 51% student attendance be the reasonable threshold guideline for membership days to be claimed for full summer school state aids.  Roll call vote: F. Aleckson-yes, R. Arneson-yes, B. Koxlien-yes, P. Kujak-no, T. Tenneson-no, K. Lien-no, D. Smikrud-no.  Motion failed.  Motion by P. Kujak that 10% student attendance be the reasonable threshold guideline for membership days to be claimed for full summer school state aids with 100% attendance encouraged.  Motion seconded by F. Aleckson.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by F. Aleckson accept Rebecca Schneider man’s resignation as Early Childhood teacher.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Motion by F. Aleckson, seconded by T. Tenneson to move to closed session at 6:55 p.m. in accordance with State Statute 19.85 (1) (c) (g) to consider staffing and extra-curricular contracts.  Motion passed.
Motion by K. Lien, seconded by F. Aleckson to move back to open session.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Motion by K. Lien, seconded by T. Tenneson to approve the following extra-curricular contracts: M.S. Football-Gregory Bratina, M.S. Assistant Football-Brent Steinke, Randy Storlie-Athletic Director, Kimberly Joten-High Quiz Bowl, Lisa Perry-Lettermen’s Club, Amanda Swenson-Student Council, Hilary Walters-SADD, Chris Fremstad-National Honor Society, Cara Hart-Spanish Club, Lisa Perry-Yearbook, Rebecca Boe-Cheerleaders (Football and Basketball), Jennifer Hessler-Pom Pons, Randy Storlie-Head Boys Basketball, Scott Janzen-Assistant Boys Basketball, Duane Waldera-Head Girls Basketball, Jayme Thompson-Assistant Girls Basketball, Jeremy Hanson-M.S. Boys Basketball, Scott Pooler-M.S. Girls Basketball, Ned Laughery-Head Wrestling, Gregory Bratina-Assistant/M.S. Wrestling, Kathryn Bentz-Head Forensics, Kimberly Joten-Assistant Forensics, Shari Solberg-M.S. Forensics, Kathryn Bentz-Shared Drama, Andrea Hanson-FFA,  and Lisa Perry-FBLA.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.  The following extra-curricular contracts were not approved at this time pending number of participants: Jesse Lien-Freshmen Boys Basketball, Annette Brekke-Freshmen Girls Basketball, Joshua Peterson-Assistant M.S. Boys Basketball, Chelsea Johnson-Assistant M.S. Girls Basketball, and Assistant M.S. Forensics. 
Motion by K. Lien, seconded by P. Kujak to adjourn.  Motion carried and meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Fern Aleckson, Clerk

